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DETAILED ACTION 
Allowable Subject Matter 

1 . The indicated allowability of claims 22 and 28 (canceled) is withdrawn in view of 
the newly discovered reference(s) to overcome the indicated allowable subject matter. 
Rejections based on the newly cited reference(s) follow. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-5, 7-9, 1 1 , 12, 21 and 23-27 have 
been considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

4. Claims 1 , 3, 7-9, 11, 24 and 26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being 
unpatentable over Grube et al. (5,638,423) in view of Gould et al. (6,756,917). 

Regarding claims 1, 9 and 24 Grube discloses a method, a system for 
determining an electronic device within a wide area network, and a machine readable 
medium having a plurality of instructions when executed cause the machine to perform 
a method for determining a position of an electronic device within a wide area network, 
the method comprising: distributing a tracing tool to a first network element within the 
wide area network (provision of proximity user card with the communication unit, see 
col. 1 , lines 55-57), detecting a physical separation of the electronic device and an 
associated user (message being sent to the central controller when the distance 
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between the proximity card and the communication unit exceeds a predetermined value, 
col. 1, lines 59-64), determining identifying indicia of the electronic device, wherein the 
identifying indicia are automatically transmitted the electronic device during 
communication between the electronic device and a second network element of the 
wide area network (proximity card transmitting user identification over a second RF 
communication path to the communication unit, col. 1, lines 57-59), monitoring traffic on 
the wide area network utilizing the tracing tool wherein the monitoring comprises 
intercepting of the communication between the electronic device and the second 
network element including the identifying indicia in response to the physical separation 
(proximity message being set when a response is not received from proximity card and 
sent to central controller, see col. 3, lines 26-48), and determining a physical position of 
the electronic device within the wide area network in response to an interception of the 
identifying indicia (central controller determining the location of the communication unit, 
such that the unit may be reclaimed and the person in possession apprehended, see 
col. 3, lines 48-54). Grube fails to explicitly teach wherein determining the physical 
position of the electronic device comprises transmitting a link tracing message between 
the electronic device and the first network element, identifying a network element 
coupled between the electronic device and the first network element in response to a 
transmission of the link tracing message, and determining the physical position of the 
electronic device utilizing the network element coupled between the electronic device 
and the first network element. 
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In analogous field of endeavor, Gould discloses a system and method that 
employ wireless telecommunications technology and location information of a wireless 
device to locate and recover stolen vehicles or valuable objects (see abstract, col. 2, 
lines 45-51). According to Gould, a theft monitoring center may initiate a call to a theft 
detection device installed on a vehicle and request a position of the stolen vehicle to be 
determined wherein based on an established connection between the theft detection 
device and a base station of the wireless telephone network, and an MSC of the 
network forwards a location request to a location processor, which determines the 
location of position of the missing or stolen device or vehicle in terms of a street 
address from calculated geographical coordinates (see col. 2, lines 5-58, col. 7, line 51 
to col. 8, line 13 and col. 10, lines ). 

It would therefore have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to 
provide Gould's location detection system with Grube in order to facilitate the quick 
recovery of lost or stolen precious properties of value as taught by Gould. 

Regarding claims 3, 1 1 and 26, Grube further discloses wherein determining 
the identifying indicia of the electronic device comprises: identifying data transmitted by 
the electronic device prior to the physical separation utilizing a portion of the wide area 
network, and by extracting the identifying indicia from data transmitted by the electronic 
device prior to the physical separation (see col. 2, lines 39-55). 

Regarding claim 7, Grube further discloses the method comprises causing data 
specifying the identifying indicia to be stored within a database associated with the first 
network element prior to the physical separation (see col. 2, lines 12-27), and 



Application/Control Number: 10/076,335 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2686 

determining the identifying indicia of the electronic device comprises determining the 
identifying indicia utilizing the database (see col. 2, line 62 to col. 3, line 10). 

Regarding claim 8, Grube further discloses generating a notification indicating 
the physical position of the electronic device for a responsible party associated with the 
electronic device (system manager being informed by central controller of the proximity 
message, col. 3, lines 38-45). 

6. Claims 2, 4, 5, 12, 21 , 23, 25 and 27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Grube et al. as applied to claims 1, 9 and 24 above, and further 
in view of Cotichini et al. (6,300,863). 

Regarding claims 2, 21 , 23 and 25, Grube as modified by Gould fail to explicitly 
teach the distributing further comprises distributing the tracing tool to a plurality of 
network elements within the wide area network the elements being a plurality of IP 
routers within the wide area network and the monitoring server is distributed among a 
plurality of network elements within the wide area network. 

Cotichini discloses a method for monitoring and locating an electronic device 
over a global network in which IP routers and a monitoring server are used in 
monitoring for lost, stolen or missing electronic devices (see Fig. 1, col. 8, lines 12 and 
col. 16, lines 65). 

It would therefore have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to 
combine Cotichini's monitoring system with Grube as modified by Gould's, unauthorized 
access prevention system in order to locate a wide variety of missing or lost electronic 
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devices such as portable computers, PDAs, PCs and cellular telephones as taught by 
Cotichini (see col. 2, lines 26-34). 

Regarding claims 4, 12, and 27, Grube as modified by Gould fail to explicitly 
teach wherein determining the identifying indicia of the electronic device comprises 
determining a MAC address of the electronic device. 

In an analogous filed of endeavor, Cotichini discloses a method for monitoring 
and locating an electronic device over a global network in which the indicia which is the 
MAC address of the electronic device is used in identifying the electronic device (see 
col. 16, lines 37-42). 

It would therefore have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to 
combine Cotichini's monitoring system with Grube and Gould's, unauthorized access 
prevention system in order to locate a wide variety of missing or lost electronic devices 
such as portable computers, PDAs, PCs and cellular telephones as taught by Cotichini 
(see col. 2, lines 26-34). 

Regarding claim 5, Grube and Gould fail to disclose that determining the 
identifying indicia of the electronic device comprises determining the identifying indicia 
utilizing at least one of host name and an IP address within data transmitted by the 
electronic device prior to the physical separation utilizing a portion of the wide area 
network. 

Contichini further discloses wherein the identifying indicia is determined by 
utilizing host name or IP address of the electronic device contained within data 
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transmitted by the electronic device prior to the physical separation utilizing a portion of 
the wide area network (see col. 1 1 , lines 51 -64). 

It would therefore have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to 
combine Cotichini's monitoring system with Grube and Gould's, unauthorized access 
prevention system in order to locate a wide variety of missing or lost electronic devices 
such as portable computers, PDAs, PCs and cellular telephones as taught by Cotichini 
(see col. 2, lines 26-34). 

Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Isikoff (5,748,084) discloses an object tracking system for a laptop computer. 

Klein (5,936,526) discloses an apparatus for generating an alarm when it is determined 

that a portable computer system is either stolen or missing. 

Cromer et al. (6,954,147) discloses a method for providing protection against theft and 
loss of a portable computer. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Charles N. Appiah whose telephone number is 571 272- 
7904. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 7:30AM-5:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Marsha Banks-Harold can be reached on 571 272-7905. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 



Application/Control Number: 10/076,335 



Page 8 



Art Unit: 2686 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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PRIMARY EXAMINER 



